AtfTER MOTHER  INDIA

One point completely broken down by this contro-
versy concerns Mother India. For, while on the one
hand many critics have charged that the book entirely
disregards the fact of the Hindu girl's early develop,
ment, on the other hand they have as repeatedly urged
that it errs beyond reason in the age it assigns to the
earliest chance of conception, since, they affirm, the
Hindu girl is not pubescent until her fourteenth year,

As for the ancient Hindu scriptures, these, according
to some authorities, concur in the theory of early
maturity, since their text mentions ten as the possible
age of a girl's pubescence. Here is Professor Phadke's
citation of Marichi:

He who offers a Gouri [a girl of eight] in mar-
riage attains heaven, the giver of a Rohini [a girl
of nin^| Vaikunttha [a higher heaven], the giver
of a Kanya [a girl who has reached the loth year
but not puberty] is given a place in Brahma
Loka [the highest heaven], and the giver of a
mature woman is condemned to hell.1

From the evidence presented no exact conclusion
can be reached. If a mean age were to be struck it
would be somewhere between twelve and thirteen.2
Yet twelve is the acknowledged age for our Western
girls to mature, and, just as we have accepted this as

1 Sex Problem in India, p. Si,

2 An Indian woman medical practitioner writes :  'It is but a
common practice besides with some to give a girl medicine to
hasten puberty.  This is especially so in joint families where a
younger brother's wife happens to attain puberty before the elder
brother's wife. The latter then is oft drugged to menstruate soon.1
- Woman Awakened, G. Sumati Bai, B.A., L.T., foreword tyj Dr,
Annie Besant, Tagore and Company, Madras, 1928, p, 100.
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